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Morning Session R

Lecture Discussion Small Group Individual

= Background
— Classroom Action Research Concepts
— Learning Community and Communities of Practice

= Finding Focus
— The Question to be Explored

= Teaching and Learning goals :
= Linking with Formative Assessment Learning Activities

= Designing—Part 1
— Creating the Big Picture Outline

= Considerations and Examples, Identifying Integral Tasks
= Refining Ideas and Adding Detail
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Afternoon Session ki

Lecture Discussion Small Group Individual

= Designing—Part 2
— Fleshing Out the Details

= Creating the Infrastructure
= |dentifying Allies and Support

= Implementing
— Learners as Participants
— Collecting and Organizing the Data

= Completing
— Analysis and Reflection
— Writing and Sharing
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Classroom Action Research: What is that?
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Practitioner Research | Teacher Research
Educator Practitioner Research

- Classroom Action Research

| Research that occurs
when teachers investigate their own practice

Methods might be
qualitative, quantitative, or a mixture
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Classroom Action Research: A definition
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Systematic  Intentional

Inquiry
What works best
to improve student learning




Classroom Action Research: Underlying Ideas -

Schon
The Reflective Practitioner

Angelo & Cross
Classroom Assessment Techniques
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Classroom Action Research: Role Shift

Consultant  Analyst

Instructional Designer

Curriculum Developer

Change Agent




Classroom Action Research: W I I F M?
' What's in i’; for me

————— s — =

Improved Teaching Personal Development

Better Planning
Professional Development

Contribution to Larger Community




Classroom Action Research: What’s Involved? -

————— s — =

Practical Action Research

1. ldentify the question
2. Collectthe Data

3. Analyze the Data

4. Share the Findings
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Classroom Action Research: Time

Practical Action Research

Not an add-on,
an adaptation!




Classroom Action Research: Style
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An or gamzed [og[ca[ exp[anat[on of:

« What you did,

« Why you did this,

¢ What was involved
 What you learned, and

¢ What you would change
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Classroom Action Research: Ethics, etc.
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Student Learning Comes First

Student Information is Confidential
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Classroom Action Research: WI MFMS?
What's in it for my students?

When students are active participants

Better opportunities for Learning

Improved Motivation
& Growth! *




Classroom Action Research: Who will help?
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Your personal learning network
Your colleagues
Your mentors

Your communities of practice




Action Research: Bigger Teacher Development,
Better Student Learning -

Ready to get started?
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Some References & Resources (3)
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Some Examples (1)

Math

Delia Bush. Prezi Presentation on action research for a flipped classroom. Research Question:
How will flipping my math classroom effect student achievement in mathematics? What impact
will using technology to teach mathematics have on an “at-risk” population?

http://prezi.com/nigxwzjxduav/?utm_campaign=share&utm medium=copy&rc=ex0share

Online vs. Classroom

Klaus Schmidt. Formal paper on action research about on-line learning versus a traditional
classroom for an Introduction to Industrial Computer Systems course. Research Question: Did
students obtain the same learning outcomes on-line as they did in a traditional classroom setting?
Did students perceive their on-line classroom environment to be comparable with a traditional
classroom setting?

http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JITE/v40n1/schmidt.html

COABE Conference, April 10, 2016, Dallas: Action Research: Bigger Teacher Development, Better Student Learning.
Vicki Sheri Towe, Presenter/Facilitator




Some Examples (2)

ESL Classroom

“Action Research: Example from an ESL Classroom.” A ninth grade science teacher wanted to
understand the background of ESL science students to provide more relevant and effective instruction.
Research Question: What experiences do my ninth grade ESL students have learning science prior to
entering my class? To what extent do my learners (and my science teaching) show evidence of 215t
Century recommendations for science education made by the US National Research Council?

http://www.drawntoscience.org/educators/action-research/action-research-example-1.html

http://prezi.com/olbcdvyimymk/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share

Adult ESL Classroom

Jennifer Gilard Swoyer. Informal Report on an action research based on a student-generated project to
explore how her teaching practices effected students and to identify which were not effective.

http://www-tcall.tamu.edu/newsletr/sep99/sep99b.htm
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Some Examples (3)

Adult Education Center

William Dixon. Informal Report on a collaborative teacher action inquiry. Research Question: Why did
students stop coming to class? Was there anything we could do to prevent students from dropping out?
Were some situations beyond our control?

http://www-tcall.tamu.edu/newsletr/sep99/sep99d.htm

High School Science Academy

Clara J. Heyder. Formal paper on action research to improve study skills. Research Question: What is
the relationship between the assessment strategy of Knowledge Folders and improved study skills as
measured by student motivation and academic performance? |

http://www.vbschools.com/accountability/action _research/ClaraHeyder.pdf
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