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By the end of this session, you will: 

1. Identify scoring for adult education assessments 

2. Grade samples using rubrics 

3. Enhance instruction using feedback from rubrics 

4. Leave with realistic samples and practical resources 
for classroom use 

 

Bigger Better Writing 



“Amateurs sit and wait 
for inspiration, the 

rest of us just get up 
and go to work.” 

Stephen King 
On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stephen King is known for being a prolific writer, and he got that way by treating it like a job. And he believes that adult education students can write like heroes: “His essay had been primitive art, but every bit as powerful and true as any painting by Grandma Moses. … In spite of his grammatical lapses and painstaking cursive, Harry Dunning had written like a hero. On one occasion at least.” 11/22/63 p. 12



HSE Assessment Scoring Guide 

GED 
6-point RLA 
Extended 
Response 

2 Short 
Answers in 

Science 

TASC 
4-point 
Essay* 

Short Answer 
in Language, 
SS, & Math  

HiSET 

6-point 
Essay* 

*Passing holistic score required to pass exam. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
King was talking about Maine, published this in 2012 about a GED Test prep instructor. Now in 2016, that same character would be a HiSET Test prep instructor. But no matter the test, your students will feel like heroes by passing that HSE writing test. The difficulty is that these tests have changed every year. When it comes to writing, this isn’t a tame archery contest, this is the Hunger Games: we’re teaching our students to aim for a moving target. Who here wants a run down of the 2016 changes to the HSE tests for writing?



Still fuzzy? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So that’s the big picture. Who here is still fuzzy on the requirements for HSE Writing? 




Rubrics for Clarity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We think rubrics will help your student know what to aim for when they are trying to hit that moving target in writing.



Why Rubrics? Mastery Learning 

Prompt 

Write 

Score Feedback 

Instruction 



FREE Prompts & Writing Samples 
TASC Practice Items 

Prepare for the HiSET Exam 

GED Testing Service Constructed Response Tools 
 
 

Fill Out a Form  
to sign up for our FREE online Practice Test trials 

http://www.tasctest.com/practice-items-for-test-takers.html
http://hiset.ets.org/prepare/overview
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/constructedresponse


Score: View or Grade 



Use Our FREE Scoring Guide! 



Instruction: FREE Videos 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3IgYfzoztcQWJRLIZ2y0pj_ZbbhBi4s_


Master Writing with Rubrics 

Prompt 

Write 

Score Feedback 

Instruction 



Your Turn to  
Read the Prompt! 



Feedback: Language & Mechanics 



Your Turn to Score! 
Find a partner or two! 
 
● Each person should have samples + rubric 
● Read & note on your paper: 

●How would you grade each sample overall? 
●What feedback would you give for 
language & word choice? 
●What instructional activities might help 
this student improve? 

 
●When done, discuss with your partner(s)  



Informing Instruction 
Engaging learners with fun, relevant activities 



Feedback  Feedback Informs Instruction 
Creation of Arguments  

Use of Evidence 

Development of Ideas 

Organization 

Language & Word Choice 

Writing Conventions 



“Almost all good 
writing begins with 
terrible first efforts. 
You need to start 
somewhere.” 

Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird  



Rate this session on the COABE App! 
Then visit us at the Essential Education Booth for a 

special offer! 

  

 Dr. Carmine Stewart   Meagen Farrell 

 

THANK YOU! 
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