
 
 

Announcement  
 

COABE has now created a “Business Partnerships Special Collection.” It is 
housed in the new of “Archive of Special Collections” within COABE’s Adult 
Educator Resources Repository. 
 
What does the Business Partnerships Special Collection contain? 
 
This Special Collection is divided into three inter-related sections: 
 

• Section 1: Overviews of and Diverse Examples of Business Partnerships 
• Section 2: Guidebooks about Various Types of Business Partnerships 
• Section 3: Reports about Business Roles in Adult Foundational Education 

(AFE)1  
 
Each section contains titles of and links to documents related to that section’s 
topic, along with key words referring to particular issues covered in the 
documents. If you would like to access a document after reading its title and key 
words, simply click on the link. 
 
These documents have been carefully assembled from reliable sources who 
have promoted and documented business-sector support for AFE efforts, 
especially in the 1980s through early 2000s.  Sources include the Business 
Council for Effective Literacy, the Council for Advancement of Adult Literacy, the 
National Commission on Adult Literacy, and others. We have assembled high-
quality newsletters, guidebooks, and reports that emerged from these past 
examples of business-sector involvement but have become difficult or impossible 
to access in recent years.  
 

 
1 Adult foundational education (AFE) is used here as an umbrella term encompassing 
the mix of services sometimes called “adult literacy,” “adult basic education,” “adult 
secondary education” (or “GED/HSE preparation”), ““ESL/ESOL,” and contextualized 
education for workforce/ workplace literacy, college preparation, citizenship preparation, 
family literacy, financial literacy, and other applied uses of basic skills. This term helps 
distinguish our field from K-12 and for-credit higher education and other activities that 
might fall under the heading of “adult education.” 
 



(Note that COABE is also preparing a related Special Collection on “Workplace 
Foundational Education for Incumbent Workers” (aka “Workplace Literacy”). 
While such worker education programs are a very important form of “business 
partnership,” we are creating a separate Special Collection on this topic. We feel 
that the large volume of materials we’ve assembled on this topic will be easier to 
navigate in a separate Collection.) 
 
Why have we created this Business Partnerships Special Collection?  
 
Since at least the 1980s, U.S. businesses have participated in collaborations with 
adult foundational education (AFE) organizations.  These collaborations can be 
broken into three broad categories: 
 

• Provision of financial and/or in-kind supports to AFE organizations. 
• Joint advocacy for and planning of AFE efforts. 
• Provision of AFE supports to the employees of businesses. 

 
The quality, sustainability, and impact of such collaborations have varied for a 
number of reasons, including how well informed and planned they were, 
resources invested and how they were used, and the vision and values that 
guided those involved.  
 
The materials included in this new Business Partnerships Special Collection 
provide examples that forward-thinking leaders in adult education, business, 
labor, public policy, foundations, and news media can learn from as they 
consider this question: How might U.S. businesses help expand the quality and 
reach of adult foundational education as a contributor to well-functioning local 
communities and economies?  
 
COABE invites you to visit the Business Partnerships Special Collection 
and communicate with us about your experience doing so and your ideas for how 
to continue to make this and other Special Collections useful.  
 
This Guide is included in the Archive of Special Collections which can be found 
on COABE’s Adult Educators Resources website. 
 
Abstract for the Business Partnerships Special Collection 
 
This Business Partnerships Special Collection is written for adult educators, 
business leaders, labor organizations, public policy makers, funders, and others 

https://adultedresource.coabe.org/


who are interested in strengthening business-sector support for U.S. adult 
foundational education (AFE) efforts. It provides diverse examples of ways that 
businesses have – over decades -- provided financial and in-kind supports to 
community AFE services, advocated for policies and funding for AFE, and 
provide AFE supports for employees in diverse industries.  The Guide’s purpose 
is to help AFE advocates create new, robust versions of AFE-business 
partnerships that support healthy, productive communities.  
 
 
  
 


